Prounarsjéour innflytjendamala 2011

Development Fund for Immigration Issues 2011

Heiti verkefnis: Vidhorf og malumhverfi framhaldsskélanema af erlendra uppruna 4 Islandi
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Utdrattur:

Meginmarkmid rannsdknarinnar var ad rannsaka tungumalaumhverfi og vidhorf nemenda fra
o6likum menningar- og tungumélasveedum og adlogun eirra ad islensku samfélagi. Vidtol
voru notud til ad safna upplysingum um méalumhverfi nemenda, vidhorf gagnvart
tungumalum og tungumélanami, patttoku { skola og tomstundastarfi, og félagsleg tengsl vid
islenska jafnaldra. Sautjan pélskir og filippiskir nemendur sem stunda ndm 1 framhaldsskélum
a hofudborgarsvaedinu og 4 landsbyggdinni toku patt 1 rannsékninni.

1 1j6s kom a8 nemendur vildu lzra islensku og samlagast islensku samfélagi, en skortur &
islenskufzrni hamladi samskiptum og patttdku peirra 1 ndminu. Studningur vid polskt
modurmal er téluverdur og héfdu flestir pdlsku nemendurnir sem toku patt 1 rannsékninni
fengid polskunam i grunnskélanum eda i einkaskélum. Hinsvegar, er malumhverfi filippisku
nemendanna mun fléknara. Oft eru tvé eda fleiri tungumal télud 4 heimilum peirra en
studningur vid ad leera moédurmalin er litill sem enginn fyrir utan heimilin. Algengt er ad
enskan sé einnig notud 4 heimilum og i samskiptum vid adra, jafnvel hja nemendum sem hafa
b6id 1 meira en10 4r 4 fslandi. Allir nemendur vilja lzera {slensku en faerni peirra { malinu er
mismikil. Langflestum finnst erfitt ad stunda nam 4 islensku vegna skorts 4 islenskum
ordaforda og malfradikunnattu.

Allir nemendur halda ndnum tengslum vid vini og a&ttingja i heimalandinu og samsvara sig ad
einhverju leyti vid upprunalegan menningararf. Nemendunum gengur misvel ad samlagast
islensku samfélag. Pad virdist vera algengt { islenskum framhaldsskélum ad nemendurnir
hopa sig saman eftir pjoderni sem gerir erlendum nemendum erfitt ad kynnast islenskum
jafndldrum. Sumir nemendur sem toku patt 1 rannsdkninni hafa upplifad mismunun 1
skélanum eda { vinnunni en prétt fyrir pad vilja flestir bia 4fram 4 slandi.
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Abstract:

The main aim of this study was to establish to what extent students with diverse cultural and
language backgrounds thrive in secondary schools and society in Iceland, and what factors
contribute towards such successes or failures. Semi-structured interviews were used to gather
information on: the students’ language use and cultural identity; attitudes towards languages
and language learning; participation in school and leisure activities; social relationships with
peers; and participation in heritage cultural activities. Seventeen secondary school students
living both within and outside the capital area from two large immigrant groups - Polish and
Filipino - participated in the study.

Findings from the interviews show that, overall, the students have positive attitudes towards
school, learning Icelandic and living in Iceland. They value the higher living standard, as well
as employment and educational opportunities they have experienced in Iceland. Strong
mother tongue maintenance is typical among the Polish students, and many of them received
Polish instruction at public school or in private schools. The language background of the
Filipino students was more complex. They commonly had two or more home languages and
used English as an additional language in interaction with others and for help with their
studies. The students’ Icelandic proficiency varied greatly; for some the lack of Icelandic
limited their participation while others felt comfortable using Icelandic at school and in their
daily lives. However, most of the students experienced difficulty using Icelandic for academic
purposes. Many of them talked about the ethnic grouping that occurs at school and how it
limited interaction with Icelandic students and some had experienced discrimination at school
or at work. Nevertheless, most of the students were happy with their adjustment to living in
Iceland and saw Iceland as their future home.



